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of life, as against the narrow view, based only on such facts
as appeared to the commercial mind, nursed in eighteenth-
century traditions.

He showed, as others have since shown more calmly
and completely, after he broke the ground for them, that
the old Economy did not take in the whole facts of the
case, as any true Science does, and must do. It was not
true to the data, he said, to assume a state of normal
immorality, as Adam Smith seemed to do, in declaring
that the only calculable motive for work was the fear of
losing pay. It was not true to human nature to neglect
the many phases of honesty and loyalty which really
existed, and by which, in actual life, society was upheld,
and successful trade and manufacture were made possible.
Again ; to lay down as " laws " mere generalisations which
the will of any man could set aside, was a misunderstanding
of the meaning of " law " in modern science. He showed
that competition, for example, was not a " law*," but only
a phase of commercial society. If it were a law, properly
so called, it would be universal and inevitable, like the
attraction of gravitation; whereas in many cases it was
actually set aside, at the will of one man or company of
men, for co-operation: and in other cases, he showed, it
stopped progress and the flow of wealth which it was
supposed to promote. Supply and demand, again, was not
a "law" in the sense of being a necessary condition of all
production: witness the supply of art and poetry irre-
spective of demand; of the means of life, lamentably falling
short of it Only by intellectual jugglery could it be made
out that Albert Durer, doing his best work for next to
nothing, was his own consumer; or that the bitter cry of
starvation was not an effectual demand.